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IBHC Vision 
It is our vision that adults, children, youth and their families who live with mental illness and 
addiction receive the behavioral healthcare services they need when they need them. 
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Background 
Recognizing the urgency of behavioral health issues affecting the state of Idaho, leadership from the three 
branches of government, the Governor, Legislature, and Supreme Court, formed the Idaho Behavioral 
Health Council.  The Council was tasked with developing and implementing a strategic action plan to 
identify and address issues within the State’s behavioral health care system. 

The Council, together with its Advisory Board and seven supporting workgroups, undertook a strategic 
planning process during 2020 and 2021.  As part of the planning process, they defined the behavioral 
health system as publicly funded programs and services, including collaborations with community partners. 
They conducted a survey of the programs, services, and infrastructure along the entire spectrum of the 
behavioral health system - beginning with the promotion of health environments to recovery from 
behavioral health disorders.  This framework is illustrated in the graphic below. 

 

Following the analysis of the current system, they continued the planning process to envision solutions and 
develop recommendations.  Based on output from the workgroups, the IBHC Advisory Board put forth 34 
actionable recommendations classified by framework component. 

The IBHC Council evaluated the proposed recommendations, selected nine for priority implementation, and 
identified agency sponsors to lead the implementation of each recommendation.   

The strategic action plan was adopted in June 2021. The plan described the planning process and 
documented the 34 Advisory Board recommendations and the 9 prioritized recommendations for 
implementation.   

 

https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=18953&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS
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Values 
Throughout the strategic planning process and through implementation, the Council maintained its vision 
and guiding principles. 

Vision Statement 
It is our vision that adults, children, youth, and their families who live with mental illness and addiction 
receive the behavioral healthcare services they need when they need them. 

Guiding Principles 
 

1) Consumer and Family Voice:  
Because the voices of consumers of services and their families are crucial to proper implementation 
of the Idaho Behavioral Health Council’s strategic action plan, we commit to include them as 
indispensable partners in program design, implementation, and evaluation. 
  

2) Cross-System Collaboration:  
We commit to utilize an inclusive and collaborative approach in the implementation of behavioral 
health strategic action plan.  
  

3) Promote Evidence and Best Practices:  
We commit to using known effective practices through the design and implementation of the 
strategic action plan, including best practices for funding services and supports.    
  

4) Recovery and Resiliency Oriented:  
We commit to designing a system that focuses on the lifelong process of improving wellness and 
strives to assist consumers and families in reaching their full potential.  
  

5) Equitable Access:  
We commit to implementing a system with equal access for all Idahoans regardless of race, 
ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic status, or sexual orientation. We commit to observing all rights as 
defined in the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).   
  

6) Financially Sustainable:  
We commit to designing and implementing a behavioral health system that is effective, efficient, 
and financially sustainable.   
  

7) Quality, Accountability, and Outcomes:   
We commit to transparent and continuous evaluation of quality and outcome measures in all 
programs and services to achieve the best possible outcomes for Idahoans and to achieve 
effective/efficient use of public dollars.   
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Implementation Process 
To implement the nine priority recommendations from the strategic action plan, each recommendation was 
assigned an agency sponsor and a timeline for completion. The sponsors convened workgroups of 
stakeholders to develop action items to accomplish the recommendation. These action items were 
documented in an online implementation plan document. 

 

A diagram below shows the hierarchy and roles for accomplishing each recommendation.   

The project management team consists of the IBHC project manager and public agency leadership.  We 
are grateful for the hard work of these individuals. 

▪ Ross Edmunds  Administrator, Division of Behavioral Health , Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Adam Panitch Bureau Chief, Division of Behavioral Health,  Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Taunya Jones former Division Director of Justice Services, Administrative Office of the Courts 
▪ Ryan Porter Statewide Behavioral Health Manager, Administrative Office of the Courts 

▪ Laura Kiehl IBHC Project Manager 2021-2022 
▪ Cheryl Foster IBHC Project Manager 2023-2024 
 

IBHC Implementa�on Roles

IBHC
(Council, Co-Chairs, Advisory Board)

▪ Set overall direc�on regarding deliverables and expecta�ons
▪ Facilitate systems level collabora�on

▪ Ensure work meets ul�mate objec�ves

Project Management Team
(PM, leading public agencies)

Lead by project manager
▪ Manage day to day ac�vi�es

▪ Track implementa�on milestones and deliverables
▪ Create transparency on progress across teams– iden�fy issues

for Council input and highlight dependencies across teams
▪ Support staff for IBHC and implementa�on teams as needed. This

will vary by team, but could include se�ng agendas, preparing
materials, facilita�ng discussions, tracking and repor�ng
progress.

Implementa�on Teams
(Cross-agency partners and subject ma�er

experts)

Lead by implementation owners within sponsor agencies
▪ Develop detailed implementa�on plans and execute

▪ Translate strategic plan recommenda�ons into detailed
milestones and deliverables

▪ Collaborates to remove barriers to implementa�on
▪ Coordinates with PM Team to update IBHC on progress

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vRm45A7LEsiYfAja2Yqz0CcOVB5lVjL2Jgg8TJSZDtMlLy6cQgH1ZBfpszTyM7pkWt_qsMIOlOsqrQS/pubhtml
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Updates on Priority Recommendations 
The following section provides an update for 
each of the nine priority recommendations.  

Each recommendation is color-coded to its 
segment of the behavioral health system 
framework. Note that not all segments are 
represented in the priority recommendations. 

 

 

Infrastructure Recommendation #2: Workforce Plan  
Develop and implement a comprehensive workforce plan to increase licensed and/or certified behavioral 
health professionals across the full continuum of service care throughout the lifespan in Idaho.  

 
Infrastructure Recommendation #8: CCBHC  

Explore piloting a Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics Model  

Promotion Recommendation #4: SIM Workshops 
Conduct Sequential Intercept Model (SIM) Workshops in local communities across Idaho to improve local 
collaboration between the behavioral health and criminal justice systems and to identify opportunities to 
improve the local behavioral health system and the criminal justice system.  

Engagement Recommendation #4: Early Engagement 
Review and draft or amend statutes and rules to promote earlier engagement of justice involved 
individuals with behavioral health treatment needs.  

Treatment Recommendation #1: Youth Residential Treatment Centers  
Increase residential treatment options for youth to receive appropriate level of care based on their needs 
with a preference for services within Idaho.  

 
Treatment Recommendation #3: Civil Commitments 

Improve Idaho civil commitment process and procedures by proposing amendments to the Mental health 
Act to incorporate the action items. 

Treatment Recommendation #7 – Crisis Response System 
Develop and implement a crisis response system model for youth.  Strengthen and broaden a crisis 
response system model for adults based on community capacity.  

Recovery Recommendation #3: Long term Recovery Services  
Identify services to support long-term recovery for individuals in Idaho by leveraging existing and newly 
created recovery community centers as a strategy to promote long-term recovery. 

Recovery Recommendation #5: Protective Factors for Youth  
Identify and enhance protective factors that promote long-term wellbeing in youth and their families, which 
can mitigate negative life outcomes.  This effort will strengthen families and communities through resiliency 
promoting practices.  We will work to identify targeted resources to educate stakeholders in order to 
effectively partner in a statewide system of support.  
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Infrastructure #2: Workforce Plan  
 

Develop and implement a comprehensive workforce plan to increase licensed and/or certified behavioral  
health professionals across the full continuum of service care throughout the lifespan in Idaho.  

 
Sponsor:  Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
 
Contributors: 
 

▪ Adam Panitch Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Mike Wraith Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Chris Good Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Ryan Philips Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Megan Schuelke Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Maggie Copeland Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Liz Perkins Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Matthew Campbell Adult Consumer of Behavioral Health Services 
▪ Tricia Ellinger Family of a Child Consumer of Behavioral Health Services 
▪ DeVere Hunt Behavioral Health Provider - Eastern Idaho 
▪ David Atkins Behavioral Health Provider - North Idaho 
▪ Debbie Thomas Substance Use Disorder Provider 
▪ Nicole Pearson Idaho Primary Care Association 
▪ Robin Donovan Idaho Primary Care Association 
▪ Ryan Porter Idaho Administrative Office of Courts 
▪ Jim Meldrum Idaho Board of Alcohol/Drug Counselor Certification; 

former Idaho Department of Correction 
 
Accomplishments:   
 
 Behavioral Health Workforce Plan 
Developed and published two versions of Behavioral Health Workforce Plans for maximum achievability, 
measurability and accountability.  Established framework based on Idaho’s need for improvement to 
Behavioral Health Workforce Promotion, Education, Credentialing, Employment & Retention.   
 
 Established Recovery Coach Academy  
 
 Established Behavioral Health Center of Excellence  

Center of Excellence Competency Centers  
• ACT: Assertive Community Treatment  
• TCOM: Transformational Collaborative Outcomes Management  
• Crisis MCR: Crisis and Mobile Crisis Response  
• ESMI: Early Serious Mental Illness  
• IWInS: Idaho Wraparound Intensive Service  
• PLL: Parenting with Love and Limits  

 
 Updated Medicaid provider rates  
Provider alert May 1, 2023  (Erroneously listed as 2022)  
https://www.optumidaho.com/content/ops-optidaho/idaho/en/providers/alerts---announcements.html  
 
  

https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=22705&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS&searchid=0595f113-39cb-4020-9455-819ca0dcc393
https://www.optumidaho.com/content/ops-optidaho/idaho/en/providers/alerts---announcements.html
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 Provided technical assistance to Mental Health Clinics to become National Health Service Corps sites  
 
 Created promotional materials and provided technical assistance for individuals to pursue National Health  
Service Corps, State Loan Repayment Program, and Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program 
  
 Increased participation in SAMHSA’s Northwest Addiction Technology Transfer Center & Northwest Mental 
Health Technology Transfer Center, resulting in new evidence-based training for community providers of 
Assertive Community Treatment  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Infrastructure #8: CCBHC  
 

Explore piloting a Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics Model  
  
Sponsor:  Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
 
Contributors:   
 

▪ Charles Beal Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ David Bell Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Juliet Charron Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Ross Edmunds Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Shannon Fox Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Adam Panitch Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Scott Rasmussen Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Jamie Teeter Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Miren Unsworth Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ David Welsh Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Angie Williams Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Mechelle Wilson Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 

 
Accomplishments:   
  
 After evaluating the successful nationwide model, the IBHC supported and facilitated partnerships to stand 
up five Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics to provide comprehensive behavioral health care 

• Heritage Health – Coeur d’Alene  
• CHAS Health– Lewiston  
• Family Health – Twin Falls  
• Terry Reilly – Caldwell 
• Kaniksu Community Health - Sandpoint 

 
 Contracted with CHCNI to develop the provider network (Community Health Center Network of Idaho)  

• Facilitated formal agreements between the CCBHCs and 988 
• Administered funds to support individual clinic building and infrastructure needs 

 
• Contracted with the National Council/CCBHC Success Center for state-based technical 

assistance 
o Initiated a statewide project plan, statewide needs assessment, system vision, draft of 

Idaho-specific state-level certification criteria and sustainability methodology 
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• 4 SAMHSA Implementa�on
Grant Recipients (Fall 2022):

• Heritage Health
• CHAS
• Terry Reilly (Caldwell)
• Family Health Services

• 1 SAMHSA Implementa�on
Grant Recipient (Fall 2023):

• Kaniksu

• 4 Year/$1M Grants



 

Promotion #4: SIM Workshops  
 
Conduct Sequential Intercept Model (SIM) Workshops in local communities across Idaho to improve local 
collaboration between the behavioral health and criminal justice systems and to identify opportunities to 
improve the local behavioral health system and the criminal justice system.  
 
Sponsor:  Idaho Supreme Court  
 
Workgroup Members: 
   

▪ Laura Kiehl 3rd Judicial District 
▪ Sandy Jones Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Supreme Court 
▪ Taunya Jones Formerly with Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Supreme Court 

 
Accomplishments:  
  
 Trained 20 individuals to facilitate SIM workshops in the state 
 
 Sponsored Sequential Intercept Model (SIM) workshops in each of the seven judicial districts, empowering 
local stakeholders to implement action plans to improve local access to behavioral health resources, such as 
connecting additional services to individuals leaving jail or the crisis center 

• Ada and Boise Counties  
• Canyon County  
• Bannock County  
• Bonneville County  

• Nez Perce County  
• Kootenai County  
• Twin Falls County  

 
 Published intercept maps and written reports after each SIM workshop, listing resources, collaborations, 
gaps, opportunities, action items and recommendations. 
 
 Summarized commonalities among all reports and a published statewide report identifying opportunities 
and recommendations. 
 
Ongoing Work: 
More SIM workshops planned in 2024  

• Nez Perce Reservation (not sponsored by ISC) 
• Bonner and Boundary County  
• 2nd Judicial District  

 

 
 

 
  

https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=25856&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS
https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=24840&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS
https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=24837&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS
https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=27532&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS
https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=24838&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS
https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=27533&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS
https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=24839&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS
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Engagement #4: Early Engagement  
 
Review and draft or amend statutes and rules to promote earlier engagement of justice involved 
individuals with behavioral health treatment needs.  
 
Sponsors:  Idaho Supreme Court, Idaho Department of Correction 
 
Workgroup Members and Contributors: 
 

▪ Alicia Baptist Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪ Jennifer Burlage Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Don Caagbay Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Sherri Cameron City of Boise 
▪ Marc Crecelius Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Supreme Court 
▪ Liza Crook Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪ Mike Davidson Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪ Bree Derrick Idaho Department of Correction 
▪ Jason Dye Formerly Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Supreme Court 
▪ Ross Edmunds Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Candace Falsetti Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Judge Dave Hooste 6th District Magistrate Judge 
▪ Sam Hulse Idaho Sheriff’s Association 
▪ Todd Hurt Former Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Sandy Jones Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Supreme Court 
▪ Taunya Jones Formerly with Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Supreme Court 
▪ Laura Kiehl 3rd Judicial District 
▪ Audrey McKay Idaho POST 
▪ Judge Gene Petty 3rd District Judge 
▪ Janie Potter Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Supreme Court 
▪ Monty Prow Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪ Scott Ronan Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Supreme Court 
▪ Kristina Schindele Deputy Attorney General (Idaho Department of Correction) 
▪ Jason Stone Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪ Venessa Stucky Consumer Advocate 
▪ Josh Tewalt Idaho Department of Correction 
▪ Rene Waite Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪ Mike Wraith Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 

  
Accomplishments:   
  
 Conducted a research literature review and investigated diversion models for adults and youth with 
behavioral health issues within the criminal justice system 
 
 Completed and evaluated roadmaps of adult and juvenile diversion options within the Idaho criminal justice 
system 
 
  Statutory changes proposed by Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections and other juvenile justice 
stakeholders were passed during the 2022 legislative session (H0451, H0452, H0453). These bills 
strengthened juvenile justice in Idaho, increased protections for youth, as well as added an additional pathway 
for youth to be seen by the Custody Review Board.  
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 Reviewed Idaho Court Rules to identify potential modifications impacting behavioral health issues  
 
 Explored and documented pre-trial assessment options for adults and youth 
 
 Developed pilots for a pre-plea early intervention court program meant to provide access to services for 
court involved individuals as early as possible and three low-risk and high-need tracks in existing treatment 
courts 
 
 Drafted replacement statutes for Idaho Code §§ 19-2522, 19-2523, and 19-2524 to clarify and 
streamline the process for court-ordered screenings and assessments for substance use and mental health 
evaluations conducted prior to sentencing 
 
 Reviewed and approved four Idaho Department of Corrections Pre-prosecution Diversion Grants to local 
government entities 

• Boise Police Department ILED  
• Canyon County  
• Shoshone County  
• Nampa Police Department  

 
  
Ongoing Work: 
Expand Crisis Intervention Team training to rural areas  
Expand Idaho Law Enforcement Diversion program to more areas  
Support §19-2524 legislative update  
 
 

 

 
 

https://shoshonenewspress.com/news/2023/jul/28/shoshone-county-rolls-out-innovative-diversion-pro/
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Treatment #1: Youth Residential Treatment Centers  
 
Increase residential treatment options for youth to receive appropriate level of care based on their needs 
with a preference for services within Idaho.  

Sponsors: Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections and Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
 
Contributors:   
 

▪ Francesca Barbaro Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Nicole Cleveland Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Liza Crook Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪ Shane Duty formerly Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Britt Miller Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Adam Panitch Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 

 
Accomplishments:   
  
 Provided funding to open the first three Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facilities (PRTF) in Idaho to 
bring home over 100 children/youth being cared for in other states.   
  

• First PRFT open - Idaho Youth Ranch Residential Center for Healing & Resilience – Treasure Valley 
(64-bed capacity, currently serving 8 youth ramping up to full capacity)  

• 2 more PRTFs coming online in 2024 (48 beds)  
o Northwest Children’s Home - Lewiston  
o Jackson House – Idaho Falls  
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Treatment #3:  Civil Commitments 
 
Improve Idaho civil commitment process and procedures by proposing amendments to the Mental Health 
Act. 

Sponsor:  Idaho Supreme Court, Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, Commissioner Mendenhall 

Workgroup Members:   

▪ Kasey Abercrombie Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Sandra Barrios 4th Judicial District, Trial Court Administrator 
▪ Aaron Bazzoli Canyon County Public Defender 
▪ Kelli Brassfield Idaho Association of Counties 
▪ Jennifer Burlage Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Walter Cambell Idaho Department of Correction 
▪ Ross Edmunds Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Alan Foutz Deputy Attorney General (Idaho Department of Health and Welfare) 
▪ KayT Garrett former Deputy Attorney General (Idaho Department of Health and Welfare) 
▪ Rep. Brooke Green Idaho House of Representatives 
▪ Seth Grigg Idaho Association of Counties 
▪ Rick Huber Consumer 
▪ Sam Hulse Idaho Sheriff’s Association 
▪ Todd Hurt former Idaho State Hospital North administrator; Intermountain Hospital 
▪ Julie Kane Nez Perce Tribe 
▪ Toni Lawson Idaho Hospital Association 
▪ Judge Jessica Lorello Idaho Court of Appeals 
▪ Keisha Oxendine former Shoshone County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 
▪ Ryan Porter Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Supreme Court 
▪ Beth Rumpel Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪ Brooks Schott Twin Falls County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 
▪ Jason Spillman Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Supreme Court 
▪ Teri Whilden former Deputy Attorney General (Idaho Department of Health and Welfare) 
▪ Brian Whitlock Idaho Hospital Association 

 

Accomplishments: 

 Created roadmap graphic of the commitment process 

 Improved the civil commitment process by passing Senate Bill 1327, 2022 Idaho Legislative Session 

• Updated 66-317 Definitions 
o Clarified the definitions of criteria for commitment 
 Update definition of gravely disabled 
 Added definition for neurocognitive disorder as an exclusion criterion for 

commitment 
o Added definition for “Senior designated examiner” 

• Updated 66-322 
o Assigned responsibilities for senior designated examiners 
o Reduced time for setting hearing for guardianship 

• Updated 66-326 
o Expanded notice requirements 
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• Replaced 66-327 
o Assigned financial responsibility for pre-commitment holds and post-commitment costs 

• Updated 66-329 
o Assigned responsibilities for senior designated examiners 
o Allows court to waive appearance for proposed patient 
o Defines exclusion criteria to include neurological or neurocognitive disorder,  medical 

disorders, or substance use  
o Defines private care requirements 

• Updated 66-330 
o Assigns transportation responsibility to the Department of Health and Welfare 

• Updated 66-337 
o Shortens the notification requirement prior to release from 30 days to 7 days 

 
 Set for proposed legislation in 2024 - Revised 66-1305 on Dangerously Mentally Ill 

• Updated 66-1304 
o Designation of DMI requires a certificate from a designated examiner w/in the past 7 

days 
• Updated 66-1305 

o Set specific criteria for defining Dangerously Mentally Ill 
• Revised 66-1307 

o Requires least restrict treatment setting 
• Revised 66-1308 

o Requires transportation to be responsibility to the Department of Health and Welfare 
• Revised 66-1313 

o Reduced administrative requirements around using mechanical restraints 
 

 Drafting proposed legislation for 2025 on Clarifying the Designated Examination Process 

• Replace 66-326 
o Move application for commitment or “field petition” process from 66-329 
o Codify the “field petition” process as the currently used most  
o Explicitly defines opportunities for release from detention during every phase of the 

process 
o Specify application requirements 
o Move application receipt to IDHW for initial screening, evaluation before court filing 
o Specifies that designated examinations take place after initial detention 

 Evaluation for detention is made by designated examiner and confirmed by 
the court 

o Reduces the time from initial detention and examination to initial hearing 
• Revise 66-329 

o Allowed court to motion for a continuance 
o Added clarifying language about releasing patient if commitment is not ordered 

 

Ongoing Work: 

• Develop process for trained clinicians (DE) empowered to initiate holds 
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• Allow physicians to terminate inappropriate holds 
• Develop process for outpatient commitment for individuals who do not require hospital level of 

care 
• Commitment of individuals too dangerous for State Hospital, but not designated as 66-1305 

Dangerously Mentally Ill, or were refused admission by IDOC 
• Admission and discharge process review 
• Standardize court procedures 
• Ensure notification to the court and parties of the location of the patient 
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Treatment #7: – Crisis Response System 
 
Develop and implement a crisis response system model for youth.  Strengthen and broaden a crisis 
response system model for adults based on community capacity.  
  
Sponsor:  Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
 
Contributors:   

▪  Jennifer Burlage Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Juliet Charron Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Nicole Coleman Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Liza Crook Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪  Ross Edmunds Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Betsy Hammar Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Brook Heath Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Ryan Hoseid Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Vallenthia Johnson Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Palina Louangketh Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Ellie Merrick Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Adam Panitch Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Ryan Phillips Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Monty Prow Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪  Scott Rasmussen Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Kelly Rhoads Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Beth Rumpel Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Jason Stone Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪  Holly Walund Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪  Mike Wraith Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 

 
Accomplishments:   
  
 Strengthened the state’s crisis response system by establishing the 988 statewide crisis and suicide hotline  
 
 Continued support of seven adult crisis centers  

• Northern Idaho Crisis Center  
• Pathways Community Crisis Center of Southwest Idaho  
• Western Idaho Community Crisis Center  
• South East Behavioral Crisis Center  
• Behavioral Health Crisis Center of East Idaho  
• Crisis Center of South Central Idaho  
• Rural Crisis Center Network  

 
 Funded youth crisis centers across the state (YBHCCCs)  

• Rise Up Child and Teen Crisis Center - Idaho Falls  
• ProActive Youth and Family Support Center - Twin Falls  
• Pathways Youth Community Support Center - Boise  
• Western Idaho Youth Support Center - Nampa (January 2024)  

  
Ongoing Work:  
Expand mobile crisis teams across the state  

 

https://idahocrisis.org/
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/services-programs/behavioral-health/statewide-crisis-centers
https://yes.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/YBHCCC.pdf
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Recovery #3: Long Term Recovery Support 
 

Identify services to support long-term recovery for individuals in Idaho by leveraging existing and newly 
created recovery community centers as a strategy to promote long-term recovery. 
  
Sponsor:  Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
 
Contributors:  

▪  Rosie Andueza Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Ross Edmunds Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
▪  Norma Jaeger Recovery Idaho 
▪  Adam Panitch Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 

 
Accomplishment:  
 
 Obtained funding support for recovery centers in each region  
 

 
 

  

https://www.recoveryidaho.org/locations
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Recovery #5: Protective Factors for Youth Resiliency  
 
Identify and enhance protective factors that promote long-term wellbeing in youth and their families, which 
can mitigate negative life outcomes.  This effort will strengthen families and communities through resiliency 
promoting practices.  We will work to identify targeted resources to educate stakeholders in order to 
effectively partner in a statewide system of support. 

Sponsors: Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections and Idaho State Department of Education 

Workgroup Members: 

▪  Rhonda Allenger LCSW, Private Provider, League of Women Voters 
▪  Kathy Dawes League of Women Voters 
▪  Jason Dye Idaho Supreme Court 
▪  Luis Granados Youth Advocate 
▪  Kyle Hanson Idaho Department of Health and Welfare Region 6 
▪  Marianne King Idaho Office of Drug Policy 
▪  Jeanie Mutchie Idaho Resilience Project 
▪  Dr. Thomas Patterson Family Residency Program of Idaho 
▪  Dave Peters Idaho Department of Health and Welfare Region 6 
▪  Monty Prow Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪  Dr. Vinita Sharma Boise State University 
▪  Roger Sherman Idaho Children’s Trust Fund 
▪  Dr. Eric Studebaker Project ECHO 
▪  Dr. Noreen Womack St. Luke’s Children’s Mobile Care clinic 
▪  Brianna Woosley Spark! 
  

Contributors to Assessment Centers Project:   
▪  Liza Crooks Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪  Jason Stone Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
▪  Holly Walund Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 

 
Accomplishments: 

 Passed HCR 29 on ACEs awareness, 2022 Idaho Legislative Session 
House Concurrent Resolution recognizing the impacts of adverse childhood experiences or “ACEs” and 
encourages efforts for state government to become trauma-informed and to implement interventions and 
practices to develop resiliency in children and adults who have suffered from traumatic childhood 
experiences. 

 Opened Safe Teen Assessment Centers 
In collaboration with National Assessment Center Association, Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections 
developed grants to open safe teen assessment centers, including in rural areas, to provide a resource for 
law enforcement, schools, and families to prevent and divert youth from entering the juvenile justice or child 
welfare systems. 

• Children’s Village – Coeur d’Alene  
• LC Valley Youth Resource Center – Lewiston  
• Youth Resource and Opportunity Collaborative Center YouthROC – Caldwell  
• The Bridge Youth and Family Resource Center – Boise  

http://www.idjc.idaho.gov/community-operations/cops-project-manager/youth-assessment-centers/
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• Simply Hope Safe Teen Assessment Center – Burley  
• Twin Falls Youth Service Center – Twin Falls  
• The Village a place for youth and families – Pocatello  
• Idaho Falls – Safety, Prevention, & Resource Center – SPARC 

 
 School Resource Officer Training 
Additional support provided for the Idaho Association of School Resource Officers through training, 
professional conferences, enhancing the association, and identifying additional support and resources.   

 Targeted education and awareness for the medical field – Protocols for ACE and Resilience screening 
  
 Supported statewide conferences on Prevention and Behavioral Health 
 
 Develop and prioritize community and agency grants for early assessment of trauma, provide interventions, 
mentoring, and build resiliency factors 
 
 Partnered with Project Echo to support professional learning for educators and school service providers on 
behavioral health issues 
 
 Partnered with Idaho Resilience Project to build parent training and engage grandparents 
 
 
Ongoing Work: 

Work is continuing on all initiatives and partnerships listed above. 
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Legislative Investments in Behavioral Health 
The Governor recommended and the Legislature saw fit to fund a number of investments in behavioral 
health during past legislative sessions.  These projects and programs were funded from a variety of 
funding sources, including federal funds, state funds, and monies received from tobacco and opioid court 
settlements obtained by the Idaho Attorney General.  Many of these initiatives were recommended by the 
Idaho Behavioral Health Council. 

Details of these appropriations are described in the following two memorandums published by the 
executive branch.   
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2023 Legislative Session for State Fiscal Year 2024 
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2022 Legislative Session for State Fiscal Year 2022 and 2023 
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